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CONDOLENCES TO THE REPUBLIC 

OF TURKEY 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 23, 2014 

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
extend my condolences to the people of Tur-
key for the worst mining accident in that coun-
try’s history. I recently returned from the re-
gion, where my colleagues and I met with 
Turkish leaders to discuss anti-terrorism co-
operation and other issues of bilateral impor-
tance. We were received with a very warm 
welcome and appreciated the opportunity to 
meet with high level government officials. 

The road ahead will not be an easy one. 
Yet the people of Turkey, one of our strongest 
allies, should know that they are not alone. 
The people of the United States will keep 
them in their thoughts and prayers as they 
seek to recover from an unbelievable tragedy. 

f 

IN HONOR OF OFFICER STEPHEN 
ARKELL 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 23, 2014 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today we honor 
Officer Stephen Arkell of the Brentwood Police 
Department for his heroism and dedication to 
the people of New Hampshire. I was deeply 
saddened to hear the tragic news of Office 
Arkell losing his life in the line of duty. Arkell’s 
brave and selfless actions deserve our great-
est honor and respect. My thoughts and pray-
ers are with his family and community during 
this difficult time. In responding to such trage-
dies, our society shows its capacity for resil-
ience and strength. 

Our law enforcement officials and first re-
sponders confront danger on a daily basis in 
order to keep our communities safe from 
harm, and I am committed to advocating for 
these dedicated men and women who pre-
serve our safety and protect our families. 
These courageous men and women devote 
their lives to protecting our way of life, and 
earn our utmost gratitude and support on a 
daily basis. 

As a state and a nation, we must work to-
gether to stamp out violent crime and protect 
the men and women like Officer Stephen 
Arkell who devote themselves to protecting us. 
We owe our deepest gratitude to Officer 
Arkell, and to all law enforcement officials for 
all that they do to make New Hampshire and 
our nation a safer place to live and work. 

f 

H.R. 4435, THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 20, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 4435) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2015 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chair, I want to thank 
the Chairman and the Ranking Member of the 
Armed Services Committee and their staffs for 
working with me on several amendments to 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2015, H.R. 4435. 

This legislation reaffirms our commitment to 
our men and women in uniform, ensuring they 
have the necessary tools to support our na-
tional defense. In addition to my amendments, 
which will help create savings and improve de-
partment management, the bill before the 
House preserves essential benefits that are 
important to the thousands of active and re-
tired military personnel and their families living 
in my Northern Virginia district. It also sustains 
the critical collaboration with the private sector 
in my district which partners with the Depart-
ment on a wide variety of defense priorities, 
including cybersecurity, logistics, and informa-
tion technology services. 

With respect to federal investments in IT, I 
was pleased to co-author a comprehensive re-
form proposal with Chairman ISSA of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform. 
It is based on our bipartisan bill, known as the 
Federal Information Technology Acquisition 
Reform Act, or FITARA, which passed the 
House with unanimous support earlier this 
year. I also want to thank our Committee’s 
Ranking Member, Mr. CUMMINGS, for his gen-
erosity and leadership on these issues. 

In the 21st century, effective governance is 
inextricably linked with how well government 
leverages technology to serve its citizens. Yet 
our current laws governing Federal IT procure-
ment are antiquated, cumbersome, and out of 
step with technological change. 

Our bipartisan FITARA amendment ad-
dresses this by comprehensively streamlining 
and strengthening the Federal IT acquisition 
process. FITARA recognizes that effective 
Federal IT procurement reform must begin 
with leadership and accountability. It enhances 
CIO authorities to ensure agency heads have 
talented leaders to serve as their primary ad-
visers on IT management; to recruit and retain 
talented IT staff; and to oversee critical IT in-
vestments across the organization. 

FITARA also accelerates data center optimi-
zation and strengthens the accountability and 
transparency of Federal IT programs. If en-
acted, 80 percent of the approximately $80 bil-
lion spent annually on Federal IT investment 
would be required to be posted on the online 
IT Dashboard for the public to review, com-
pared to the 50 percent or less that is avail-
able today. Fortunately, a bipartisan con-
sensus is forming around the urgent need to 
streamline and strengthen how the Federal 
Government acquires and deploys information 
technology. Now is the time to ensure IT re-
forms are adopted government-wide and given 
the force of law. 

I also was pleased to offer an amendment 
that will permanently authorize the use of sim-
plified acquisition procedures for certain com-
mercial items, which has the support of De-
partment of Defense and other agencies, as 
well as industry partners, such as the Profes-
sional Services Council. This activity was origi-
nally authorized as a 3-year test program 

under the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996. The pro-
gram aimed to simplify the contracting process 
by providing contracting officers with additional 
discretion and flexibility for the acquisition of 
commercial items not exceeding $5 million. 
Since being enacted, Congress has extended 
this authority eight separate times, and it is 
now set to expire on January 1, 2015. 

Earlier this year, the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) submitted a report to Con-
gress, discussing the use of the test authority 
by the Departments of Defense, Homeland 
Security, and Interior. GAO found that the test 
program reduced contracting lead time and 
administrative burdens with manageable risks. 
In responding to the GAO report, DHS and 
DOI both stated that the temporary nature of 
the test program hindered its use and rec-
ommended the authority be made permanent. 

The Department of Defense offered the fol-
lowing comments in support of preserving this 
authority: ‘‘The test program provides benefits 
in terms of reducing lead time and administra-
tive workload and enables faster delivery of 
much needed supplies and equipment to the 
Warfighter. For example, the U.S. Army Con-
tracting Command Rock Island Contracting 
Center, which provides reach-back support to 
the theater, used this authority to execute sev-
eral contract requirements in direct support of 
the United States Central Command 
(CENTCOM) theater of operations in FY 2011. 
Without this authority, the procurement lead 
time would have doubled. This could have led 
to mission failure in contingency operations, 
particularly those in the CENTCOM theater of 
operations. In addition, this authority is ex-
tremely beneficial in responding to domestic 
crises such as Hurricane Katrina, Midwest 
flooding, and recent tornados.’’ 

In addition, I offered an amendment to ex-
tend for five years a successful hiring authority 
to allow Federal retirees to be temporarily re- 
hired on a part-time basis to fill critical skills 
gaps, mentor and train younger workers, and 
stave off a ‘‘brain drain’’ as more and more 
Federal employees become eligible to retire. 
First adopted as part of the NDAA for FY2010, 
this authority allows the heads of federal 
agencies to bring back a limited number of 
Federal retirees for a limited time without them 
incurring a penalty on the annuity. 

Over the past five years, agency leaders re-
port this has been a valuable tool in providing 
them with flexibility to address staffing needs 
as retirements have begun to increase. Nearly 
half of the management staff within some 
agencies is eligible to retire today, and agen-
cies face further challenges as positions are 
being left vacant due to budget shortfalls and 
hiring freezes. Thanks to this re-hiring author-
ity, agencies are able to bring back experi-
enced staff to bridge knowledge gaps and 
help prepare future leaders. This program is 
limited in scope so as not to supplant the ur-
gent need to hire and train new federal work-
ers. I was pleased to have the support of the 
National Active and Retired Federal Employ-
ees Association and the Government Manage-
ment Coalition, which called this a ‘‘good-gov-
ernment initiative.’’ 

I also worked with the Armed Services 
Committee on two foreign affairs-related 
amendments. The first is a bipartisan amend-
ment that I was pleased to introduce with my 
fellow co-chairs of the Congressional Taiwan 
Caucus Reps. DIAZ-BALART (FL), SIRES (NJ), 
and CARTER (TX). Our amendment directs the 
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President to sell F–16 C/D aircraft to Taiwan 
to modernize its aging air fleet. It is consistent 
with U.S. obligations to provide weapons for 
Taiwan’s defense under the 1979 Taiwan Re-
lations Act. 

The Obama administration said two years 
ago that it would ‘‘seriously consider’’ selling 
the newer fighter jets to Taiwan. During the 
112th Congress, 181 Members of the House 
sent a letter to the Administration urging it to 
‘‘move quickly’’ to address Taiwan’s critical 
need. Yet since then, it has only sold retrofit 
packages for Taiwan’s older fighter models, 
some of which are decades old. Taiwan is a 
key strategic ally in the Pacific. It is America’s 
9th largest trading partner. Our amendment is 
critical to America’s strategic economic and 
defense partnerships with Taiwan, and it rein-
forces our commitment to support a demo-
cratic Taiwan given the growing military gap 
and cyber security threat across the Taiwan 
Strait. 

The other amendment builds on language 
already in the bill the limit military contact and 
cooperation with the Russian Federation in the 
wake of its annexation of Crimea and its ongo-
ing role in stoking unrest within eastern 
Ukraine. The bill already limits activity and 
funding under the Department of Defense and 
the National Security Administration with re-
spect to Russia, including the purchase of 
Russian-made helicopters for the Afghanistan 
Security Force. My amendment would also 
prevent the integration of Russian missile sys-
tems into the missile defense systems of the 
United States if such integration undermines 
the security of the U.S. or NATO. It mirrors a 
similar prohibition already in the bill relating to 
the integration of Chinese missile defense sys-
tems. 

The situation in Ukraine continues to dete-
riorate. We are witnessing open and armed 

clashes in the streets and pro-Russian mili-
tants are usurping the authority of local gov-
ernments. Russia’s repeated attempts to un-
dermine the sovereign governments of former 
Soviet Republics by stoking the discontent of 
ethnic minorities now constitutes Russia’s 
modus operandi on foreign subterfuge. For 
countries seeking to shed authoritarian institu-
tions, Western economic prosperity and demo-
cratic freedoms can be like a moth to flame. 
Cold War era geopolitics dictated that the 
endgame for the USSR was to extinguish that 
flame. In the post-Cold War era, Russia has 
its sights set on the moth. The President al-
ready has leveled sanctions against Russian 
political leaders and banks, and further eco-
nomic sanctions are possible. To further pres-
sure Russia to cease this aggression action 
and to reverse course, the U.S. and its allies 
should seek to limit all collaboration with the 
Russian Federation until and unless it with-
draws troops from Crimea and Ukraine’s east-
ern border. 

Again, I thank the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Member for working with me on these 
amendments. I am grateful for their inclusion 
in the final bill, and I urge my colleagues to 
support final passage. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAY KNIGHT AND 
DENNY SALISBURY AND CELE-
BRATING THE LIFE OF LCPL 
JOHNNY STRONG 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 23, 2014 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Jay Knight, of East Moline, Illi-

nois, and Denny Salisbury for their efforts on 
behalf of Child’s Play charity, and join them in 
commemorating Marine Lance Corporal John-
ny Strong, who was killed in action while serv-
ing in Iraq at the age of 21. 

Lance Corporal Strong was born in Waco, 
Texas. In school, he joined JROTC, and after 
graduation, he went to San Diego for boot 
camp and training. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, where he 
served with Jay and Denny. On June 12th, 
2007, while on his second tour of duty, Lance 
Corporal Strong was shot and killed by an 
enemy sniper during a security patrol in Iraq’s 
Anbar province. He had been among the first 
to volunteer to conduct an extra security 
sweep around the platoon’s temporary forward 
operating base. 

Lance Corporal Strong was an avid gamer 
and was interested in working in the video 
game industry when he finished his service. In 
his honor, Jay and Denny are bicycling ap-
proximately 4400 miles between Penny Ar-
cade eXpo (PAX) gaming festivals in Boston 
and Seattle. Their ride is raising money for 
Child’s Play, a charity which provides video 
games, books and other toys to children in 
hospitals worldwide. Along the way, Jay and 
Denny are stopping in children’s hospitals 
around the country to showcase the important 
work of Child’s Play and the real impact it has 
on the lives of sick children. 

Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank Jay Knight and 
Denny Salisbury for their dedicated service to 
our country as well as for their inspirational ef-
forts in the name of Lance Corporal Strong to 
improve the lives of hospitalized children. I 
wish them the very best as they continue their 
extraordinary ride across the county. 
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